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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
2014 to date:
Associate Professor, University of Insubria, Department of Biotechnology and Life Sciences, Italy.

2002-2014: 
Assistant Professor, University of Insubria, Department of Theoretical and Applied Sciences, Italy.

EDUCATION
1999-2002:
 Phd in Molecular and Cellular Biology, Open University, London, UK. 

PhD thesis: ‘Molecular mechanisms underlying the regulation of PBX subcellular localization’. 

Supervisor: Dr. Vincenzo Zappavigna. San Raffaele Scientific Institute, Milan, Italy
The thesis was focused on studying the regulation of PBX1 activity through the phosphorylation-dependent modulation of its subcellular localization.

1997-1999: 
Pre-doctoral studies the laboratory of Dr. Vincenzo Zappavigna, San Raffaele Scientific Institute, Milan, Italy. The role of PBX1 as transcriptional cofactor for the HOX proteins was analyzed.

1996:  University Degree in Biochemistry at the University of Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Supervisor: Morten Johnsen. 
Experimental thesis: “Identification of a TATA-box in the hIGF1 gene”.

GRANTS 

1994-1995: Fellowship from the Danish Cancer Society. 

1999-2002: Ph.D fellowship from the Danish Research Academy. 

2004-2006: Rett Syndrome Research Foundation Grant. “Characterization of novel proteins influencing MeCP2 activity and analysis of their possible involvement in Rett Syndrome”.

2006-2008: Rett Syndrome Research Foundation Grant. "Functional characterization of CDKL5, a novel gene involved in the onset of Rett syndrome".

2006-2008: Progetto ISS “Programma Italia-USA Malattie Rare”. Molecular and functional characterization of the newly identified interaction between the Rett syndrome-associated factor MeCP2 and the pro-apoptotic factor HIPK2.

2008-2010: Prin 2007: “Molecular and Functional Characterization of CDKL5, a novel X-linked kinase, mainly involved in female mental retardation.”
2009-2012: Marie Curie Actions – Network for initial training: “DisChrom – Chromatin diseases: from basic mechanisms to therapy.” 

2010-2012: Lejeune Foundation: “Disclosing the brain functions of CDKL5, an X-linked gene involved in severe mental retardation and infantile spasms.”
2013-2015: International Rett Syndrome Foundation. “Investigation of the importance of a hitherto uncharacterized MeCP2 phospho-isoform for neuronal morphogenesis and chromatin related functions”.

2015-2018: Telethon Foundation: “Therapeutic Strategies for CDKL5 disorder”.

2016-2017: University of Pennsylvania Orphan Disease Center, Loulou Foundation: “Predictive Drug Repurposing for CDKL5 Syndrome”.

2017-2018: University of Pennsylvania Orphan Disease Center, Loulou Foundation: “Therapeutic potential of pregnenolone and its synthetic non-metabolized derivative for CDKL5 disorder”.

2018-2020: Airett: “Characterization of the therapeutic potential of neurosteroids for CDKL5-disorder”.
MEETING ORGANIZATION
· First European Working Group on Rett Syndrome; Busto Arsizio, Italy; April 19-20, 2007
· 6° Word Rett Syndrome Congress; Paris, France; October 10-13 2008

· Second European Working Group on Rett Syndrome; Stresa, Italy; September 17-19, 2009

· FOCUS on CDKL5; Turin, Italy, November 18th-19th, 2016
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