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Actual position 

Phd student in environmental and chemical sciences at Insubria University (VA, Italy) carrying out a 

research entitled “Predicting the trophic and ecological impacts of an invasive freshwater fish, Barbus 

barbus”, under the supervision of Prof. Giuseppe Crosa and Doct. Serena Zaccara. 

Main activities are: 

-planning and performing experimental co-habitation studies to infer interspecific interactions 

-planning and performing field works to study natural occurring fish populations, their ecology and 

morphological characteristics and their genetic 

-application of molecular analysis for species identification and to characterize level of hybridization 

-application of stable isotopes analyses of carbon and nitrogen inferring trophic niches and 

interspecific interactions 

-coordination and supervision of Msc and Bsc student in laboratory activities and thesis preparation 

Academic Titles 

1st July 2017-30th May 2019- Research Fellowship on "Ecological and Molecular Analysis of 

Sturgeon Samples for the Reintroduction in the Ticino Park", part of the LIFE + NATURA 

LifeTicinoBiosource project. Activities carried out under the supervision of Dr Serena Zaccara, at the 

Molecular Ecology Laboratory of the Department of Theoretical and Applied Sciences (DiSTA), 

University of Insubria. 

2017- Msc in Environmental Sciences, University of Insubria (Italy). Presenting a thesis entitled 

“May a recent habitat fragmentation of a tropical forest affect the genetic structure of two forest 

dependent birds?” Votation 110/110 cum laude  
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2014 - Bachelor’s degree in Environmental and Natural Sciences. Presenting a thesis entitled 

“Antarctic Bryophytes: Phylogenetic and Phylogeographic Analyses of Bryum argenteum”. Votation 

110/110 cum laude 

International collaboration experiences 

-1 March 2018-30 September 2018 - Period as a visiting postgraduate researcher at Bournemouth 

University (UK), Department of Science and Technology, working with Professor Robert Britton on 

the study of exotic fish species and their interactions using stable isotopes analyses. 

 

-6 November 2016-16 December 2016 - Internship at the National Museums of Kenya and Nairobi 

University, Department of Animal Production, on the study of the effect of forest fragmentation on 

the genetic structure of forest-dependent bird species 

Knowledge 

Good knowledge and interest in genetics regarding the main DNA extraction technics from different 

kind of samples, either fresh samples (blood, fin-clips, feather, plant) and museum specimens and 

analyses for which I matured a good experience of laboratory research methods relevant to the 

academic experience. Good knowledge of the methodologies including data analytical tools (analysis 

of large data set both genetic and ecological) and bioinformatics approaches. 

Foreign languages  

Good knowledge of English both written and oral as it is proven by the IELTS (International English 

Language Testing System) certification I received after the test I took at “Richard Language College” 

in Bournemouth (UK) on 8 September 2018 with an overall score of 7 corresponding to a C1 CEFR 

level. 

Soft Skills 

Excellent communication skills, both verbal and written. Good organisational skills, including time 

management. Data interpretation skills and ability to work to deadlines. Good laboratory and genetic 

data analytical skills 

Attributes 

Highly motivated to work in a laboratory setting and strengthen my knowledge of the latest molecular 

approaches such as environmental DNA analyses and community metagenomics; Able to work 

independently and use initiative. Self-motivated, enthusiastic, flexible and adaptable in approach 

Scientific contributions 

-Britton, J. R., Gutmann Roberts, C., Amat Trigo, F., Nolan, E. T., & De Santis, V. (2019). Predicting 

the ecological impacts of an alien invader: experimental approaches reveal the trophic consequences 

of competition. Journal of Animal Ecology. (In press) 

-De Santis, V., Roberts, C. G., & Britton, J. R. (2019). Influences of angler subsidies on the trophic 

ecology of European barbel Barbus barbus. Fisheries Research, 214, 35-44. 



-De Santis, V., Mwinami, T., Chesire, D., Musina, J., Zaccara, S., Kioko, E., junga O. J., Jemimah, 

A. O., Ayiemba, W., Harper, D. H. & Crosa, G. (2018). Molecular pilot study on peripheral 

populations of Kenyan greenbul in an afromontane fragmented forest. African Journal of Ecology, 

56(3), 610-619. 


