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Lithuania: international sanctions and customs controls  

Photo by Lithuanian Customs

Jan-Jun 2024:
• 19,567 denials to export

Aug 2024:

• €13,618,175 fine for exporting vehicles in 
breach of sanctions plus confiscation

• €1 274 960 fine for importing goods from 
sanctioned Russian companies

file:///C:/Users/Enrika/OneDrive/Stalinis kompiuteris/Customs Clear/Events/2024.09.17 EU law news webinar/Export controls resulted in 19,567 denials in the first half of this year
https://lrmuitine.lt/web/guest/naujienos/aktualijos/aktualija?p_p_id=EXT_WPLISTALLNEWS&p_p_lifecycle=0&_EXT_WPLISTALLNEWS_obj_id=090004d2801eff40
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More Union

Customs controls have benefited from 
the harmonisation of the level and 
requirements for documentary checks 
in 6 Member States:
 
• Lithuania
• Latvia 
• Estonia
• Poland
• Finland
• Croatia

Link to the document

https://lrmuitine.lt/mport/failai/naujienos/2024/Regional_Approach_on_alignment_of_customs_controls_5_MS.pdf


UCC Reform, M. Lux, Customs Compliance & Risk Management Journal (2023)

UCC Reform – key elements

https://www.customsclearance.net/en/articles/the-reform-of-the-ucc


https://taxation-customs.ec.europa.eu/customs-4/aeo-authorised-economic-operator/what-aeo_en 

Sep 2024:
• Lithuania - 166
• Latvia - 49 
• Estonia - 39
• Poland - 952
• Finland - 94
• Croatia – 121

AEO in numbers

https://taxation-customs.ec.europa.eu/customs-4/aeo-authorised-economic-operator/what-aeo_en


www.customsclearance.net/en/articles/replacement-of-the-aeo-by-the-trust-
and-check-trader-what-would-be-the-practical-changes-for-aeos-and-non-
aeos-under-the-eu-commissions-ucc-reform-proposal 

Converting non-AEOs and AEOs to TCTs

• Almost all existing facilitations for 
non-AEOs removed

• Additional requirements and new 
restrictions in comparison to the 
current AEO facilitations introduced:

TCTs grant the customs authorities access to 
their electronic systems; in return, they get 
the possibility to release the goods on behalf 
of customs and to defer the payment of the 
customs debt.

Michael Lux

http://www.customsclearance.net/en/articles/replacement-of-the-aeo-by-the-trust-and-check-trader-what-would-be-the-practical-changes-for-aeos-and-non-aeos-under-the-eu-commissions-ucc-reform-proposal
http://www.customsclearance.net/en/articles/replacement-of-the-aeo-by-the-trust-and-check-trader-what-would-be-the-practical-changes-for-aeos-and-non-aeos-under-the-eu-commissions-ucc-reform-proposal
http://www.customsclearance.net/en/articles/replacement-of-the-aeo-by-the-trust-and-check-trader-what-would-be-the-practical-changes-for-aeos-and-non-aeos-under-the-eu-commissions-ucc-reform-proposal


The role of a customs broker

Bulgaria, 2020, 40 procedure:
• 94.5 % of importers used the 

customs broker
• 92.42% of them – direct 

representation 

Customs representation in the Republic of 
Bulgaria is essential for achieving efficiency as 
regards the realized foreign trade operations 
with third countries.

Dr Momchil Antov

www.customsclearance.net/en/articles/the-role-and-importance-of-customs-
representation-in-bulgaria 

http://www.customsclearance.net/en/articles/the-role-and-importance-of-customs-representation-in-bulgaria
http://www.customsclearance.net/en/articles/the-role-and-importance-of-customs-representation-in-bulgaria


Risk of existence to the whole profession

We are worried that in the UCC reform proposal 
there will be a limited role to customs agents, 
which will eventually lead to risks of existence 
of the whole profession.

However, customs representatives will be 
placed in a “no-choice” position – when the TCT 
status is granted, they are forced to act in 
indirect representation only, thus unnecessarily 
assume all responsibility for goods.

[…]
CONFIAD generally agrees that the UCC should 
be modernized to become efficient for all 
stakeholders. 

www.confiad.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/20231018-CONFIAD-Position-
Paper-on-UCC-proposal.pdf 

http://www.confiad.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/20231018-CONFIAD-Position-Paper-on-UCC-proposal.pdf
http://www.confiad.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/20231018-CONFIAD-Position-Paper-on-UCC-proposal.pdf


Current challenges

1. Legal complexity is unprecedented (int. sanctions, CBAM, EUDR, ESPR, etc.)

2. The lack of customs expertise is increasing

3. Data quality in customs declarations is decreasing 



Data quality: big bet on technology?



www.trichisboeken.nl/product/customs-
inside-anywhere-insights-everywhere/

www.nps.gov/wrbr/learn/historyculture/thefirstflight.htm?unit=m  

Can cutting edge technology deliver? Yes, if… 

Wilbur Wright: "It is possible to fly without motors,
but not without knowledge and skill.“

https://www.trichisboeken.nl/product/customs-inside-anywhere-insights-everywhere/
https://www.trichisboeken.nl/product/customs-inside-anywhere-insights-everywhere/
http://www.nps.gov/wrbr/learn/historyculture/thefirstflight.htm?unit=m


www.trichisboeken.nl/product/customs-
inside-anywhere-insights-everywhere/

Knowledge and skills: Customs and/vs Traders

Of the 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52023PC0258 

Wilbur Wright

https://www.trichisboeken.nl/product/customs-inside-anywhere-insights-everywhere/
https://www.trichisboeken.nl/product/customs-inside-anywhere-insights-everywhere/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52023PC0258


www.trichisboeken.nl/product/customs-
inside-anywhere-insights-everywhere/

Conclusion

four

https://www.trichisboeken.nl/product/customs-inside-anywhere-insights-everywhere/
https://www.trichisboeken.nl/product/customs-inside-anywhere-insights-everywhere/


Building the knowledge and skills of all stakeholders in the 
customs compliance ecosystem in a robust and harmonised 
way is just as important as building the EU Data Hub.

On the role of TCTs: less focus on the minorities (TCTs), more 
focus on ALL STAKEHOLDERS and what can really make a 
difference, and bring more Union in European Customs.

Thank you
Enrika Naujoke, Co-founder and CEO
enrika@customsclear.net
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